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Theory and Practice of Bloodletting. By Heinrich Stern, 
M.D., LL.D.; Visiting Physician, St. Marks Hospital; Consult¬ 
ing Physician, Methodist Episcopal (Seney) Hospital; State 
Hospital at Central Islip. Pp. 264; 94 illustrations. New York: 
Rebman Company. 

The author, anticipating a revival in bloodletting, sets forth 
in a systematic manner its progress from the most ancient times 
to the most recent clinical and experimental investigations. 

While conservative in his views, and in no way accepting the 
procedure as a panacea, he warmly advocates its conditional 
application arid sets forth clearly the indications for, and advan¬ 
tages of, its employment in various diseases. 

The book is divided into two parts, the first of which includes 
the history of bloodletting. Following this the physiological effects 
are adequately discussed and then the technic is presented in 
detail, with many illustrations of instruments. 

The second part consists of a clinical resume of the numerous 
diseases in which bloodletting has been utilized as a therapeutic 
measure. It is divided into sections, the first dealing with diseases 
of the respiratory organs, the second with circulatory distur¬ 
bances, the third with uremia, etc., a brief reference being made 
to a large number of diseases. 

A few of the author’s cases are cited as illustrations of the actual 
advantages derived, especially in the circulatory disturbances. 
His views are interspersed with those of many others. Evidently 
he has enjoyed a wide experience with this therapeutic measure 
and is, without doubt, a keen enthusiast. 

The book is of especial value to one interested in therapeutics. 
While many of the facts might be ascertained from text-books on 
medicine and surgery, many more and valuable ones are to be 
found in this volume. A. H. H. 


The Trypanosomes of Sleeping Sickness; Being a Study of 
the Grounds for the Alleged Identity of T. Brucei with 
Those Causing Disease in Man in Nyasaland. By G. D. 
Maynard, F.R.C.S., E., Statistician and Clinician to the South 
African Institute for Medical Research. Pp. 39; 26 charts. 
Johannesburg: W. E. Horter & Co., Ltd. 

The author attempts to prove that the trypanosome causing 
human disease in Nyasaland is not identical with T. brucei, thereby 
differing with the Sleeping Sickness Commission of the Royal 
Society, which recommended the diminution of wild game in fly 
areas on the basis of such identity. He appears to have succeeded 
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in this by analyzing (1) length—measurements, (2) geographical 
distribution, (2) pathogenicity for various animals, (4) carriers, (5) 
serological reactions, from data gathered from several sources but 
does not appear to have done any experimental work personally. 
He also advances several hypotheses to explain the greater viru¬ 
lence of Nyasaland sleeping sickness over the more northern ones. 

F. D. W. 


The Psychology of the Kaiser. A Study of His Sentiments 

and His Obsession. By Morton Prince. Pp. 112. Boston: 

Richard G. Badger. 

This little essay is a study of the German Emperor from the 
point of view of his subconscious self, the dominant trait of which, 
according to Prince, is a phobia, a fear of democracy for himself 
and his House. 

The author discusses William IPs “Divine Right Delusion,” his 
sentiment of self-regard, his extraordinary arrogance and vanity, 
and his desire to conquer the world. T. G. M. 


An Introduction to Bacteriology for Nurses. By Harry 
W. Carey, A.B., M.D., Former Assistant Bacteriologist, Bender 
Hygienic Laboratory, Albany, New York; Associate in Medi¬ 
cine, Samaritan Hospital, and City Bacteriologist, Troy, N. Y. 
Pp. 144; 17 illustrations. Philadelphia: F. A. Davis Company. 

The book has been well planned, and contains enough informa¬ 
tion to more than properly equip the average nurse. The author 
has appreciated the necessity for simple language, as expressed in 
the preface, and so far as verbiage is concerned, has succeeded, 
but some of the sentences might be reconstructed to advantage with 
the idea of making their meaning plain without second reading. 
To the reviewer’s mind, its seventeen illustrations are far too few 
for a beginner’s book, and some of them might have been better 
selected. The blank leaves for long-hand notes are valuable, and 
its very low price is an important feature for the class of students 
for which it is designed. Taken all in all it is a very valuable little 
book. F. D. W. 



